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21st October 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

Tree Planting 

On Monday Prep School pupils joined forces with pupils from the Pre-Prep and Senior schools 

to plant twenty-five fruit trees in our new orchard. The orchard will help to increase the wildlife 

on the school site and create a lasting legacy for future Bromsgrovians to enjoy. The apple, 

pear and plum trees are all old varieties from the Worcestershire area and the children were 

joined by the School Grounds staff who explained the importance of the new orchard to them.  

 

Woodwind and Brass Recital 

The Michaelmas term recital for Woodwind and Brass pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 will be held on 

Tuesday 22nd November at 8.30am in Maple Hall.  Pupils of Grade One standard and above are 

invited to sign up to take part. We are aiming to select around 10 performers and would be 

grateful if you could encourage your child to participate.  Parents and close family/friends are 

warmly invited to attend.  We hope to put on a varied and entertaining programme for the 

audience. Signup sheets will be positioned in Maple or pupils/parents may contact Mrs Russell 

directly.  Many thanks for your support. 

 

School uniform 

Please can I remind all pupils that they should be in winter uniform from Monday 9th November.  

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 may wear the Senior School winter coat over their blazer if they wish, 

rather than the Prep School one. This is particularly important during the colder months as the 

pupils walk to the Senior School each day for their lunch and many have lessons in the Senior 

School too. Pupils may use an umbrella in school, these should be the telescopic style in plain 

black or the regulation one which is available from the School Shop. 

All pupils must have a coat as well as their blazer in school each day. 

 

School Shoes  

As a general school policy we request that girls in Years 5 – 8 wear regulation lace-up school 

shoes.  However, we are aware that some girls find the ‘Mary Jane’ style shoe a more suitable 

fit for their feet.  Providing these shoes are regulation school shoes, with a T bar or robust strap 

(absolutely no ballet pump style) then they may wear these to school in place of lace-ups.  If 

you are in any doubt about the suitability of shoes that you intend to purchase for your 

daughter, please ask Mr Marie or me for our opinion.   

 

Hair 

It has been noticed that some boys across the year groups require a haircut. The school rules 

state that boys’ hair should be off the collar, cut around the ears and above the eyes. Boys’ 

hair should be neat and tidy, therefore a haircut whereby the sides of the head are closely 
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cropped whilst the top of the head is left quite long is not a regulation haircut. Products such as 

wax, gel or similar should not be used on a school day. 

 

Girls’ hair should always be neatly tied back for school with navy or maroon clips and bands. 

Pony tails should not be on the side of the head but positioned at the back of the head. 

Thank you for assisting us in maintaining standards of appearance in school. 

 

Staff News 

Sadly, Mrs Whiting will be leaving Bromsgrove at the end of this term after successfully gaining 

promotion in another school. Mrs Whiting will be replaced by Mr Shone in the classroom. We 

wish Mrs Whiting every success in her new role from January. 

 

Parent Match Teas 

We have reminded all pupils this week that they should not be in the Parent Match Teas, in 

Maple Hall, after a fixture. Pupils who have represented the School in fixtures are provided with 

their own match tea in the dining room and should wait there or in prep until their parents are 

ready to take them home.   

 

Activity tracking device 

We kindly request that you do not allow your child to wear any form of activity tracking device 

such as a Fitbit or Garmin to school in place of a regular watch. These items can be highly 

distracting for the children, and therefore are unsuitable for use in School. This also applies to 

Smart watches. 

Pupils may wear a simple, inexpensive analogue or digital wristwatch to school, but it must be 

understood that they will be required to remove them for Games and PE lessons. Thank you for 

your co-operation in this matter. 

 

Half Term 

Prep School finishes today for the 2 week half term holiday.   Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 3.50pm, 

Years 7 and 8 at 4.30pm. Prep School closes at 4.30pm. There is no school transport in the 

afternoon. Younger siblings of pupils in Years 7 and 8 will be looked after in Maple Hall until 

4.30pm. 

 

Remembrance Service 

The Preparatory School’s Service of Remembrance is on Wednesday 9th November at 8.30am 

in the Memorial Chapel. We warmly invite all parents to this special service. 

 

We will be selling Poppies to support the Royal British Legion, after half term. 

 

PA Uniform Exchange 

The exchange will be open every Monday 4.00 - 5.00pm during term time although this may be 

subject to volunteer availability.  It will also be open on the following dates: 

Tuesday 1st November 10.30am-2.30pm and also Saturday 3rd December 9.30am-12.30pm. 

The Uniform Exchange is based in the old Bromsgrove Police Station, The Crescent B60 2DF. 

 

School Shop (01527 579679 ext 220.) 

The School Shop will close today at 5.00pm for maintenance work and will reopen at 9.00am 

on Tuesday 25th October.  If your child requires a special order to be made for school uniform, 

please can you discuss this with the staff at the School Shop.  Most sizes are kept in stock but 
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some sizes, particularly tall or small sizes, may need to be ordered separately and well in 

advance. 

 

Hockey & Netball Tour 

We wish our girls good luck as they depart for Gibraltar & Spain during half term for their 

Hockey & Netball tour. 

 

Malvern Show Plea 

Mrs Dakin is hoping that if anyone has any old wellington boots that they no longer need, they 

would consider donating them for our show garden. We also need 2L empty fizzy drinks bottles 

to make into space rocket planters. If you can help with either of these items, please drop them 

in with Mrs Taylor. Thank you 

 

Linguist of the Month 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were named in Monday’s School assembly as 

September’s special linguists: 

Years 3 and 4  - Mackenzie Jones and Xanthe Matthews 

Years 5 and 6  - James Battelley and Emily Dyer 

Years 7 and 8  - James Chen and Isra Suleman 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to the first of this academic year’s fine diners in Years 3 Monty Cooke, holly 

Dunnaker, Tilly Brookes, James Hackett, Gina Bowen, Eva Mein,  

 

Sport: 

Girls 

On Thursday, the U13 and U12 hockey teams competed in the Regional round of the IAPS 

competition. The U12s played seven matches against all the schools in the Region. The girls 

won 2 matches, drew 2 and lost 3. Despite not being placed in the top two schools, the girls 

played some of their best hockey of the season and should be proud of their performances. 

The U13s were in a pool against Moor Park, Sedbergh and The Downs Malvern College Prep. 

The girls played some great hockey to win through to the Quarter finals were they faced 

Swanbourne House School. This was an exciting game although the final score of 4 – 3 meant 

that the girls narrowly missed out on a place at National finals.  

 

The following day, the U11s competed at Repton School in the IAPS Regional hockey. The girls 

lost to RGS Newcastle 1 - 3, RGS The Grange 0 - 1, Winchester House 1 – 2 but then started to 

improve drawing with Leeds Grammar 2 – 2 and eventually beating Wakefield Grammar 2 – 0.  

 

Well played to all girls who took part. 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, the girls played Dean Close both home and away, and Hallfield 

School. Well done to our U13B and U13C who both won 3 – 2. Out U11B drew 0 – 0 and our 

U10B won. All other teams lost but there were some competitive matches played across all 

year groups. The U11C & D and the U10 C & D teams were up against Hallfield School A and B 

teams and found them too strong but battled hard and demonstrated excellent team spirit 

throughout the games. Well done to everyone who represented the school. 
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Boys 

On Friday our U12B’s and U12C’s played against King Edward VI Five Ways School's A and B 

teams. Our B team lost 10-20 and the C team won 25-20. On Saturday we played against 

Cheltenham College. The U13A and U13B teams lost, U12As won 35-15 and the U11A, B and C 

sides also won. The U10 As and Cs lost and the B team won. 

 

On Tuesday our U11, U12 and U13 boy swimmers were in action in a home match versus King 

Edward VI Camp Hill School. There were numerous good swims by our boys. 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, the U13A, B and C teams all won away at Winterfold. The U12A and 

U12 B teams were involved in a festival away at Cheltenham College where both sides played 

some good rugby but in a festival, so no scores are recorded. The U11A and U11D teams 

hosted Winterfold with the A team winning. The U10 A and U10 teams hosted a triangular 

versus Magdalen College and Winterfold with good victories recorded. The U11B and U11C 

teams and U10 B and U10D teams travelled away to Worcester to play King' St Albans A and B 

teams but lost all four matches. On Thursday two of our U9 rugby teams travelled across to 

play Winterfold. 

 

 U13 and U12 rugby training will be at the slightly later time of 10.45 am – 12 noon on 

Saturday 12th November due to a full staff meeting in the morning. 

 

 We have an extra U9 A, B,C & D team rugby fixture at home on Thursday 24th 

November 3.00 pm start versus King’s St Alban’s, Worcester. 

 

Lost property 

Finlay Shaylor –swimming kit 

Teah Petrova - white PE top and blue school PE tracksuit bottoms 

Emily Sirett – school cardigan 

 

I wish you all a pleasant half term.  We return to school on Monday 7th November. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 

Headmistress 

 

 

 


